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This memorandum provides clarification and guidance to federal prosecutors in States 
that have enacted laws authorizing the medical use of marijuana. These laws vary in their 
substantive provisions and in the extent of state regulatory oversight, both among the enacting 
States and among local jurisdictions within those States. Rather than developing different 
guidelines for every possible variant of state and local law, this memorandum provides uniform 
guidance to focus federal investigations and prosecutions in these States on core federal 
enforcement priorities. 

The Department of Justice is committed to the enforcement of the Controlled Substances 
Act in all States. Congress has determined that marijuana is a dangerous drug, and the illegal 
distribution and sale of marijuana is a serious crime and provides a significant source of revenue 
to large-scale criminal enterprises, gangs, and cartels. One timely example underscores the 
importance of our efforts to prosecute significant marijuana traffickers: marijuana distribution in 
the United States remains the single largest source of revenue for the Mexican cartels. 

The Department is also committed to making efficient and rational use of its limited 
investigative and prosecutorial resources. In general, United States Attorneys are vested with 
"plenary authority with regard to federal criminal matters" within their districts. USAM 9-2.001. 
In exercising this authority, United States Attorneys are "invested by statute and delegation from 
the Attorney General with the broadest discretion in the exercise of such authority." Id. This 
authority should, of course, be exercised consistent with Department priorities and guidance. 

The prosecution of significant traffickers of illegal drugs, including marijuana, and the 
disruption of illegal drug manufacturing and trafficking networks continues to be a core priority 
in the Department's efforts against narcotics and dangerous drugs, and the Department's 
investigative and prosecutorial resources should be directed towards these objectives. As a 
general matter, pursuit of these priorities should not focus federal resources in your States on 


